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a conviction throughout Canada that the visits of
English companies are essential to the upholding of
British traditions, upon the preservation of which
Canada sets great store. I pointed out in an address
I gave at Moose-Jaw during this year (1923) how
essential also it was that if they desired visits from good
English companies the reproach which I have empha-
sized should be removed, not only for their credit
as citizens and in their interests as members of the
Empire, but out of consideration for the artists who,
in every other way, were beholden to them for their
hospitality and warm welcome.
I have finished complaining. All other conditions in
that blessed country are rose-coloured. From the
moment we leave English shores we are usually taken
in charge by the Canadian Pacific Company, and this
wonderful organisation takes one from its steamships
to its hotels, from its hotels by its railroad and its
packet-boats across the Dominion and home again!
The tour is so perfectly organised that during our first
visit we played in forty-one towns, gave 140 perform-
ances and travelled some fifteen thousand miles with a
minimum of fatigue. We always found this travelling
a delight, and welcomed the long thirty hours' journeys,
for these were frequently our only intervals of peace.
To be sure the longitudinal berths in double tiers in
the * sleepers' are not equal to the smart little compart-
ments one meets with in the best German trains, or
even in our own, but the little * drawing-rooms/ one of
which falls to my share, and another (in the car adjoin-
ing) to my wife, are the last word in convenience.
May I draw you a typical picture of our travel-days
in Canada ? The play is over, we have returned to our
hotel, gathered up our suit-cases, which hold the
necessities for a night journey, and motor to the railway
Depot. Our departure will be often delayed to enable
the working staff to catch it. They will arrive at any
time between i a.m. and 3: it depends upon the amount
of scenery which has to be taken down and transported